
OP&S Report Template [Type here] Page 1 

 
 
  

F-1 Students Obtaining 
Another Nonimmigrant 
Classification 
 

Fiscal Year 2008-2018 Approvals 
 
July 2019 

Office of Policy and Strategy 
Research and Evaluation Division 



F-1 Students Obtaining Another Nonimmigrant Classification 

Office of Policy and Strategy, USCIS  Page 2 

INTRODUCTION  
 
This report presents an overview of F-1 students obtaining another nonimmigrant status between fiscal years 2008 and 2018. 
International students make up a significant percentage of students in U.S. schools, especially in colleges and universities. Three 
nonimmigrant classifications are available to individuals whose primary purpose is to come to the United States to study, but the focus 
of this report is F-1 academic students.1 
 
With some exceptions,2 F-1 students may qualify to obtain another nonimmigrant status. The most commonly sought nonimmigrant 
status by international students is the H-1B nonimmigrant worker visa classification for specialty occupations. Each year, many F-1 
students obtain H-1B status after completing their full time study (often times after completing Optional Practical Training3). F-1 
students may also qualify to obtain an employment-based nonimmigrant status other than H-1B, but the volume of such requests is 
extremely small in comparison to H-1B. 
 
F-1 students may also qualify to obtain other nonimmigrant classifications unrelated to employment, most commonly based on being a 
dependent (spouse or child) of the principal nonimmigrant who is seeking to change status. Nearly half (45.7 percent) of these status 
changes are for F-1 students changing to H-4 status (as a dependent of the H-1B principal), and 25 percent changing from F-1 to F-2 
status (as a dependent of the F-1 principal). However, the overall volume of non-employment-based status changes is also very small 
when measured against H-1B. 
  

                                                                 
 
1 The other two student classifications are M-1 for vocational or nonacademic students, and J-1 for exchange visitors. 
2 See https://www.uscis.gov/visit-united-states/change-my-nonimmigrant-status-category/change-my-nonimmigrant-status 
3 H-1B and other employment-based visa categories described in this report include F-1 students on whose behalf an employer filed, and received 
approval for, an employment-based nonimmigrant petition and who concurrently changed status within the United States based on such approval 
or who were to subsequently obtain nonimmigrant status through consular processing outside the United States. Therefore, use of the terms 
“status change,” “changing status,” and similar terms in this report encompasses both such scenarios, as well as instances where an alien applies 
for a non-employment based status on his or her own behalf.  Not all beneficiaries of approved nonimmigrant worker petitions in the latter 
scenario were eventually issued the visa through consular processing and entered the United States as a nonimmigrant worker. 
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MAJOR FINDINGS 
 
This report is solely based on US Citizenship and Immigration Services administrative data for approved petitions.4 The overall 
approval count of F-1 students seeking a different nonimmigrant status increased by 60 percent over the 11-year period, from slightly 
under 35,000 in FY 2008 to 56,000 in FY 2018 (Table 1 and Figure 1). About 84 percent in this 11-year period were beneficiaries of 
H-1B visa classification, whereas about 6 percent were beneficiaries of other employment-based petitions, and 10 percent obtained 
non-employment-based status. The total number of F-1 students approved for H-1B visa classification approvals rose by 73 percent 
from FY 2008 to FY 2018, or from slightly under 29,000 in FY 2008 to almost 50,000 in FY 2018 (Figure 2). Over the years, the 
share of H-1B approvals fluctuated from 79 percent in FY 2010 to 89 percent in FY 2018. The share of other employment-based visa 
classifications ranged from 4.4 percent in FY 2011 to 7.8 percent in FY 2017, and 5.1 percent in FY 2018. The share of non-
employment-based visa classifications declined from 15.4 percent in FY 2010 to 5.8 percent in FY 2018. 
 
Figure 3 shows the share of F-1 students in total H-1B new employment approvals.5 This share increased from 30 percent in FY 2008 
to nearly 60 percent in FY 2018.  
  

                                                                 
 
4 This report does not count F-1 students who sought and were approved to extend their F-1 status. 
 
5 New employment is generally selected on the petition when the intended beneficiary is to begin employment with an employer in a different 
nonimmigrant classification than the intended beneficiary currently holds, or in a new nonimmigrant classification if the intended beneficiary is 
outside the United States and does not hold a nonimmigrant classification. 
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Table 1: F-1 Students Obtaining Another Nonimmigrant Classification: Fiscal Year 2008-2018 Approvals by Classifiation 
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Figure 1:  F-1 Students Obtaining Another Nonimmigrant Classification: Fiscal Year 2008-2018 Approvals 
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Figure 2:  F-1 Students Obtaining Another Nonimmigrant Classification: H-1B Count vs. Overall Count 
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Figure 3:  F-1 Students as Share of Total H-1B New Employment Approvals 
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